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Boarding schools safe, should be reopened                                
 

With Lockdown 4.0 having been set into motion by the Government, the widely anticipated question 
on everyone’s mind is about reopening of educational institutions. The indecision about reopening of 
schools is both political and moral. It is in this dilemma that more than 32 crore students’ fate hangs in 
oblivion. Considering almost all sectors have opened up despite increasing cases, it is only inevitable, 
that learning also return back to normal.  

Given their context- a closed and exclusive setting, size of the campus and advantage of small student 
body, my view is that boarding schools be permitted to open as they are probably most equipped to 
impart safe schooling during this time. There are several reasons for this. Boarding schools provide a 
space where physical distancing can be enforced, both in boarding houses and play areas. The risk 
from infection because of students having to travel every day is minimized. Routine life, access to fit-
ness and co scholastic activities, teachers and counselors could also provide the much-needed psycho-
logical support to deal with the challenges thrown up by lockdown. Besides, this would enable parents 
to go back to work without being worried about their children at home.   

Having said this, reopening of boarding schools will still have semblance of risk but arguably, this 
would be much lesser than day schools. Schools must 
come up with clear and comprehensive policies with re-
gard to getting students on campus, self-discipline and 
social distancing, boarding arrangements, daily schedule, 
meals timing, sports  and academic policies, support and 
teaching staff movements, Inter House and Inter School 
activities, visiting and outing rules, testing procedures 
and contingency plan  in case of an outbreak. In India, the 
Indian Public School Conference could work with the 
Government and take the lead in putting these policies in 
place.  

Reopening of schools could also translate into supporting 
the local economy, bringing livelihood back on track for the stakeholders who are supported by board-
ing schools. In Uttarakhand, especially in Dehradun, Mussoorie and Nainital, there are around 200 
boarding schools that contribute in sustaining hotels, restaurants, retail shops and tourism.   

Boarding schools are about inculcating grit and determination, taking responsibility, character build-
ing, facing adversity and building trust. They have the potential like no other, in mitigating challenges 
thrown by COVID 19 in education sector and in providing the best possible environment for students 
physical, mental, emotional safety, in these times of uncertainty and anxiety.                 

  -Mr. Rashid Sharfuddin   

             Headmaster 

                        *This article was published in The Times of India on September 1,2020 
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LYCEUM 
Change is inevitable’, the current crisis has brought 
a wave of change, that has fazed our daily life dras-
tically! During this time, the school also adapted to 
an online curriculum and took a prominent initiative 
to host a series of student-led Lyceum. 
Lyceum is an efficient way to impart knowledge, 
both to the hosts and the audience. This is a classical 
way, which enables the students to learn and en-
hance their public speaking, creative, and critical 
thinking skills. 
Keeping in mind the initiative, a lyceum was hosted 
on September 1, 2020, by Saumay Jaiswal, Yash 
Singhal, and Rushaan Shah. The topic was 
“Euthanasia: A desirable palliative or undesirable 
anguish.” The topic though very debatable was han-
dled with efficiency. 
The hosts provided us with some cases and instanc-
es which helped us broaden our spectrum about Eu-
thanasia, which is defined as the painless killing of a 
patient suffering from an incurable and painful dis-
ease or an irreversible coma. It thus ends the suffer-
ing and not life. And as we must respect the autono-
my of an individual, patients must have the right to 
make their own decisions about the time and man-
ner of death. However, people should keep in mind 
that this does not allow an individual the right to 
die.  
It might be a general proclivity that Euthanasia is 
truly a desirable palliative, the reason being the 
choice of the patient to ease their bane tied to some-
one else’s boon. The patient might have signed up 
for organ donation. It would then be a kind gesture 
to prolong someone else’s life.  
On the other hand, the belief might be such that eu-
thanasia is undesirable anguish. Well, we might 
speculate that people now have begun to think that 
suicide is legalized due to euthanasia. Then what’s 
the point of tolerating someone, who can well opt 
for this path and spare the near and dear ones of ex-
tended and extensive grief. Also, there could still be 
others who might be tempted to misuse this path to 
their advantage. The legalization of involuntary eu-
thanasia provides some opportunistic members 
within the patient's family advantage of appropriat-
ing the property of non- terminally ill patients.  
Still, I leave it up to you, the Readers to form your 
own opinions.  
Well, because, ‘Babu Moshai Zindagi Badi Honi 
Chahiye Lambi Nahi’! 
           -Daksh Seth 

    RIP PUBG! 
Player Unknown’s Battlegrounds Mobile, popular-
ly known as PUBG mobile has been banned in the 
country 
along with 
118 other 
applications 
which hap-
pen to be 
Chinese, un-
der the Arti-
cle 69A of 
the IT Act 
Rules 2009, 
this decision 
was announced on 2nd September 2020. Player 
Unknown, which is originally a South Korean 
company, has the console and PC version still up 
on stores but is a lot less popular than the mobile 
version in the country. The mobile version was 
made on contract by the Chinese gaming giant 
Tencent whose other games too have been banned 
by the Indian Government. The reason for banning 
of PUBG mobile is not only because of it having 
Chinese backend, but because of the data mining 
that is prevalent in all the Chinese applications. 
The Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology has received many complaints from 
various sources including several reports about 
misuse of some mobile apps available on Android 
and IOS platforms for stealing and surreptitiously 
transmitting users' data in an unauthorized manner 
to servers which have location outside India. 
Now some of us could be annoyed at the govern-

ment for banning your favorite game but let’s 

overlook our dopamine rushes and look at the big-

ger picture, and hypothetically suppose that we go 

at cold war with China due to increasing tensions 

at the border, firstly by using their applications we 

would be risking our privacy by giving them our 

data cookies. Secondly, we are giving their econo-

my a boost. They generate millions of dollars in 

ad revenue from India which would prove to be a 

huge blow to our country. So, the question is ‘IS 

A GAME MORE IMPORTANT TO US THAN 

THE SOVEREIGNTY AND INTEGRITY OF 

OUR COUNTRY?’  

     -Aalok Sud 
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मैं और मेरे जैसे आनलाइन 
शिक्षाशथिय ों द्वारा,  

साधारण कक्षाओों की याद : 

 

हम सभी जानते है कि वर्ष 2020 सभी लोगोों 
िी अपेक्षाओों िे कवपरीत साकित हुआ है । 
कजसिे िारणवश हर किसी िो एि नई 
पररस्थिकत से गुज़रना पड़ रहा है । हम सभी िो 
लॉिडाउन िी स्थिकत िा ज्यादा अनुमान नही ों 
िा । उसी प्रिार से हमें ऑनलाइन िक्षाओों 
िा भी ज्ञान नही ों िा लेकिन अि सामान्यतः हो 
चुिा है । प्रारोंभ में मुझे लगा िा कि यह 
ऑनलाइन िक्षा ‘पढ़ने िा एि अलग तरीिा 
है और इसिे द्वारा हमें िहुत िुछ कभन्न प्रिार 
से सीखने िो कमलेगा’  हमें सीखने िो तो 
कमला, पर आज अगर मुझसे िोई पूछे कि आप 
क्या ऑनलाइन िक्षा िा पक्ष लेंगे या साधारण 
िक्षा िा ? तो मैं साधारण िक्षा िा पक्ष लूूँगा । 
मुझे उम्मीद है कि आप लोग भी साधारण िक्षा 
िे  ही पक्ष में िोलेंगे । अगर आप मुझसे पूछें गे 
कि मैं साधारण िक्षा िा पक्ष क्योों ले रहा हूँ ? 
तो इसिे अनेि िारण है - जैसे साधारण 
िक्षा में छात्ोों िा ध्यान एिाग्र रूप में िक्षा में 
िना रहता है । साि ही हम सभी छात् एि 
साि एि छत िे नीचे पढ़ते है । जो इस समय 
ऑनलाइन िक्षा िे माध्यम से सोंभव नही ों हो पा 
रहा है । छात्ोों िे साि-साि  पढ़ने िा फायदा 
यह है कि हम, िक्षा िे िाद अध्यापि से 
अपनी समस्या िा समाधान भी यिासमय तुरों त 
िरवा सिते हैं । ऑनलाइन िक्षा िा सिसे 
िड़ा दोर् यह है कि इसिे अोंतगषत छात् िे 
ध्यान भटिने िी सोंभावनाएूँ  भी अकधि होती 
हैं । अगर आप आज िी तारीख में किसी भी 
छात् से पूछें गे कि वह ऑनलाइन और 
ऑफलाइन में से किसिा समिषन िरें गे तो मेरे 
कवचार में अकधिाूँश कवद्यािी साधारण िक्षा िा 
पक्ष लेंगे कू्योंकि हम सभी छात्ोों िो िभी 
ऑनलाइन िक्षा िी आदत पड़ी ही नही ों। साि 
ही हम सभी छात् िभी इतने कदन सू्कल से दूर 
भी नही ों रहे हैं..........। अोंत में, मैं यही िहना 
चाहूँगा कि मैं और मेरे कमत्ोों (सहपाकियोों) िो 
भी सू्कल वापस आने िा उतना ही मन िर 
रहा है, कजतना कि आप सभी ‘कशक्षि-गुरुजन’ 
िा िर रहा होगा......।  

 

  

        गुरु दर्िण  

मन में उत्साह और सीने में साहस भरिर, 

डगमगाते िदमोों िो मज़िूती से जमािर, 

रगोों में दौड़ रही असोंख्य भावनाओों िो 

भुलािर ‘एि कशक्षि’ िक्षा प्रवेश से पहले 

खुद िो दृढ़ और मज़िूत िनाते है। मज़िूत 

इसकलए, क्योोंकि िही ों वो कवद्याकिषयोों िे प्रश्ोों 

िे सामने चुप न पड़ जाए, या कफर कवद्याकिषयोों 

िी न पढ़ने िी इच्छा वाली एिजुट ललिारोों 

िी पुिार िे नीचे न दि जाए।  किलिुल, 

कशक्षि िनना िोई आसान िात नही ों।  उन 

एि िे िों धे पर न जाने कितनोों िा भकवष्य 

कनभषर है । सच में ये सोंसार िा सिसे अिृतज्ञ 

पेशा है।  

किसी भी आवासीय कवद्यालय िे कशक्षि िी 

कज़मे्मदारी िेवल िक्षा ति सीकमत नही ों 

रहती। कशक्षि िक्षा में िालिोों िो सैद्ाोंकति 

कशक्षा और िक्षा िे िाहर व्यावहाररि कशक्षा 

देते हैं । उनिी परेशानी हम िक्षा में ही नही ों 

िस्ि अपने अपने िोकडिंग आवास में भी 

िढ़ाते है। िोकडिंग सू्कल िे कशक्षि उन गुरुओों 

िे समान है जो अपने गुरुिुल में एि िालि 

िो मनुष्य िनाते है। ये हमारे माता-कपता, 

दोस्त, मागषदशषि सििुछ होते हैं। इनिी 

सिसे ख़ास िात यह होती है कि ये हर वक़्त 

हमारे साि रहते हैं। सुिह अचे्छ से डाूँट 

लगाने िे िाद शाम िो अपने घर में भोजन 

भी िरवाते हैं। शाम िो अपने तनाव िो दूर 

िरने िे कलए िच्चो िे साि खेलने जाते हैं 

और अपनी भाग-दौड़ भरी कज़न्दगी िो 

भूलिर अपने िचपन में डूि जाते हैं। ये 

आपिो दुकनया िे िारे में ितािर आपिो, 

आपसे कमलाते हैं ।  ििीरदासजी ने गुरु िे 

िारे में िीि ही िहा है कि -  

"गुरु गोकवन्द दोऊ खड़े, िािे लागू पाय, 

िकलहारी गुरु आपने, गोकवन्द कदयो िताय। " 

       

              -  आयुर् िुमार 
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Before saying thank you , I would like to apologize for all the times I should have paid more attention,  

for not appreciating your sedulous care and efforts. You all are more than a teacher to us. Thank you for 

spending your valuable time in shaping us , and everything you have done for us ! I am grateful and privi-

leged to have such amazing and inspiring teachers !  

             - Ganesh Shankar Tripathi 

 

I still remember the first day I walked into the gates of SelaQui, and how it took one embrace to make it 

all feel like home. I am dense with gratitude for the work everyone has invested in me to incite my pur-

suits and condition my demeanors. For the long way I've travelled I've been guided by your beacons of 

wisdom which extend beyond the plethora of academic facts, so with immense pleasure I wish all Happy 

Teacher’s Day!  

            -Srishti Singh 

  

I would sincerely like to express my gratitude to all the teachers, the unsung warriors.  I thank all the 

teachers for guiding us through this lockdown and devoting their time and energy just so that we would 

become better individuals. I thank 

them for supporting us in our thick 

and thin. SelaQui, is not just a com-

munity, its a family. Here's wishing 

my family a very Happy Teacher’s 

day! 

   -Daksh Seth 

 

Dear Teachers, Thank you for in-

spiring me, igniting my imagina-

tion, and instilling in me – a love of 

learning. With a great teacher like 

you, I was sure that life would be a 

successful journey but I never knew 

you will also make the journey to 

success such a cakewalk. Happy 

Teacher’s Day. 

    -Saumay Jaiswal 

 

You are not just a teacher to me, you are also an inspiration. I am lucky to have you as my guide. Thank 

you and Happy Teachers’ day! 

Happy Teacher’s Day! 

                    -Devraj Shankar 

 

No matter how old I grow, I will always remember the knowledge imparted by you and the love you have 

showered on me. I have almost spent 4 years in SelaQui and you protected me like my parents and guided  

me throughout . All I would say is thank you so much for lighting a spark to your students lives. Happy 

Teacher’s Day 

            -Inayiat Kohli 

Cont. on page 5  

Teacher’s Day 
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From The Editor in Chief 
“गुरु किन भव कनकध तरइ न िोई। 

 जौ किरों कच सोंिर सम होई।“ 

A Doha inked by Tulsidas sings of the glory of Gurus, how with-

out a guru one can’t swim across the ocean of life, even if one’s 

competent to the potentials of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh.. Be-

ing a teacher is a virtue to sacrifice. In 1500 AD India, a figure 

of teacher was seen to be as highly regarded as the only source 

of well interpreted knowledge, knowledge of a generation was 

being passed on with just the medium of speech in forms of reli-

gious verses and fables. There has been a paradigm shift in the 

role of a teacher from being the center of information to a cata-

lyst of transformation, from the beginning of the early modern 

era till today. A  teacher has to surrender his whole course of life 

to edify and model life of our progeny. It’s said that if you wish 

to be immortalized, acquaint yourself with a poet because litera-

ture is eternal, we’d disagree, its literacy because whatever eth-

ics you instill in generations to come, help interpret the meaning 

to a life with something to offer the community. They say “Once 

a teacher always a learner”, a teacher goes through back-

breaking hours of self-learning. An epitome would be “Ms. 

Anne Sullivan”. She was a lifelong learner, whose student trav-

elled the world, illuminating lives of millions of people while 

hers subsisted in dim. Malala Yousufzai said: “One child, one 

teacher, one book, one pen can change the world”. This positive 

ambiguous change is the most anticipated stipend to an educator, 

reconstruction of an idea into ideological work with laborious 

hours of attention span and determination to do something crea-

tive is the type of inspiration you have imprinted on us. Each day 

when you walk into that classroom with ink stained hands and 

tell a student with your chalk smeared smile that you believe in 

them, you become an alchemist for the future. We always have a 

tendency to see those things that do not exist and to be blind to 

the great lessons that are right there. From our first day in school 

to our last day we never get a chance to realize how much we are 

going to miss when it ends. But these months in our homes have 

made us appreciate and reminisce.    

                                                     - Aryan Aggarwal 

Cont. page4 

We are all extremely thankful to you, 

and always will be, for all the hard 

work and efforts you have put in for 

educating and emboldening us. Thank 

you for always guiding us, inspiring 

us, for making learning fun and being 

our constant support in trying to give 

shape to our dreams and future.    

Happy Teacher's day!    

  -Isha Singh 

 

“If knowledge is the light, then you 

are this guiding star that gives us this 

light. Thanks to you all, we aban-

doned ignorance and got ready to ex-

plore this wonderful world full of 

knowledge and amazing mysteries! 

Thank you for not just being a teacher 

but also an elder with life experiences  

to share.I miss all of my teachers very 

much and could not wish more to be 

with you all as soon as       possible. 

Happy Teacher’s Day  

   -Ashmit Gupta 

  

On this day I take the opportunity to 

thank you for the love, care and sup-

port. Without your guidance it is diffi-

cult to walk on the right path .But 

nevertheless you have always been 

with us no matter how strenuous the 

situation was. Thank you for embrac-

ing me in times I had no idea to work 

my way. I wish a very Happy Teach-

er’s day to every teacher who made a 

difference in my life! 

 - Tushaar Monga 


